NPE Fonn 10-900
(R 6-88;

United States Department of the Interior
Naticnal Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Registration Form

OMS No. 10240012

This forra is for use in nominating or requesling determinations of eligibility for indivicual properties or districts. See !nstructions ir Guidelines
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fie requested inforrnalion. if an item does not epply to the property being dscumentest, enter "“N/A™ for "'not anplicable.

“x""in the appropriate box or by antering
" For functions, styles, materials,

(.nd arges of s@mf:unce entar only the categories and subcategories listed in the instructions. For additiona! space ise con.lnuahon cheets
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1. Naine of Property

historic namie_ Harris-Currin House
other names/site number

2. Loration

street & number  State Road 1129

{ X not for publication

city, town ~ Wilton

state North Carolina code NC county Granville

L ¥ vicinity
code 077 zip codel 71522

3. Classification

Category of Property
[ Tbuilding(s)
district

[___] site

D structure

D object

Owneiship of Property
private
D public-lucal

g public-State
[] public-Federal

Narne of related multiple property listing:
Historic and Architectural Resources of

Number of Resources within Property
Contributing Noncontributing

e 1 buildings
1 sites
_ structures
- objects
2 ___I __Total

Nurnter of contributing resources 8reviously
listed in the National Register

Granville County N C
4. State/Federal Agéncy Certification

Ms the designiated authe

in my,

ority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this

(X J nomination Urequast for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
ts the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

National Fegistpr of Histonc Places and m
@m i, he pro ?j:as not meet the Naticnai Register criteria. [ Jsee continuation sheet. ﬁ
A' -~ -~

nature ot Pnr‘lfying omcxal

State Historic Preserva on Officer

Date

State. or Federal agancy and bureau

In my opinior, the property Dmeets Ddoes not meet the National Register criteria. DSee continuation sheet,

Signature of commenting or other cfficial

Date

l[ Gtate or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
1, hereby. certify that this property is:
r[:] entered in ithe National Register.

E See conlinuation sheet.
[ Idetermined eiigiblz for the National

Renister. f_JLoa centinuation sheet.
[ Jdete.mmed no! eligible for the

National Register.

E_;]rumoved from the National Register. o
uo‘ther, (explain:)

Signaiure of the Keeper

Date of Action




nction or Use

¢ Functions (enter categories from insiructions)
ymestic-single dwelling

" Apriculture/Subsistence

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Vacant/not in use o

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

Queen Anne

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation sStone

walls weatherboard
roof metal
other brick

wood

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

@See continuation sheet
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Het behind an exparnse of yard and wcultivated fields
that separate it from the intersection of two paved roads to its
woautheast, the circa 1883 Harmris-Currin House is cone of the most
ormate and stylish  late nirneteenth century Gueern Armme  houses

surviving in rwral  Gramville  County. Retainirng only one
outbuilding to its rear — a detericrated, and therefore ron-
covmtributing, late rineteernth or early twentieth cerntury stable -

it was  once the center of a thrivinmg bright leaf tobacco farm.
Twenty—one acres of that farm, rnow owned with the house by Lucius
. Cuwrrin’s  daughter, Ethel Stephensaon, are included in  the
vioninat ion, acres that comtribute to the house’s ruwral integrity.

Twa stories tall and weatherboarded, the frame house is in
plan and shape larpely outside the I-house tradition that reigrned
sumreme  in rural  Gramville Coumty in the 1880&. Its  fronmt
sectio dogs have a cernter hallway bracketed by =single rooms, but
the house is actually L-—plan in conceptiorn, with a triangualar
entrance foyer cormecting its southeast fromt and southwest  rear
PO G It also falls ocutside the tradition iv the configuration
and placement of its porch, racfes and chimneys. Its poreh wraps
arcund  its  rortheast—-Tfacing  fromt and southeast-facivng side
facades rather than just its front facades it has a partially
Mipped  roof, rather  than a gable end oone, arnd three facade
gables, tws to the froot and ocooe centered to the sidey and it has
orly one exterior end  chimney, its  secowd  mailw chlidimney  a
corbel led, interiom stack between its southeast and souwthwest

PN S

Not omly iv plan and configuration is the houwuse unusual Ffor
rural Granville Countys its Queen Armme Finish, particularly that
of dts porech, ig the most ornate and complete sweviving in the
oottt ryside From its period of construction, Orme story high and
wirrapping around the twa main facades of the house, the porch is
profusely decorated with sawn woodwork. Its decorative elements
include turred posts, tiny spindles, sawn toothwoork and pendants,
and cuwrlicued, looping brackets and infill. The house’s  two
fromt  facade gables are adorned with @ similarly articulated
bargeboards  and molded cormice returns. Its pedimented side
pable is finished with patterrned wood shingles. Fvict althoogh
its two-over—two windows are set in plain swrrownds, its two-leaf
oot doovway is ornately finished with small inset panels and
applied orrmament.
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The plastered interiory i1s more simply finmished than the
poreh or gables. It featuwes molded baseboards and sworounds and
sever—-parnel doors  with warrow horizontal  panels sarndwiched
between three long and three short vertical parels. The mantels,
with their peaked lintels and spindles and brackets, have been

raemoved from the house and stored for safekeseping. The ocrne-story
rear  kitchern and diving room ell is plainly firnished. Nzt
original  to the house, it was pwobabiy added by Lucius Cuwrrin

shortly after he acquired the property.

The house’s complement of tobaceoo farm ocutbuildings,
arn  impressively large but deteriorated twoe-story wooden
have beern destroyved, as has the small counmtry store that

but for
stable,
Lucius

Cuwrrin ran at the rnorthwesgt cooever of the junction of State Road

1129 and State Route SE6.7 The house is still neatly
however, i the triangle formed by & stand of woods to
and the two roads to its Fore, within a sheltering swell
and former fields.

framed,
its rear
of  yard

llntewview with Ethel Currirv Stephenson, cdaughter of Lucius and

lelia Cuwrrin, September 28, 1987.

EImtehview with Ethel Currin Stephersco, September 28, 1987.



stement of Significance .

ing official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

[ Inationally [ Jstatewide XTiocally

Applicable National Register Criteria  [®WA [ B [Xc [ D

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ JA [ B [ Jc [Ip [Je [JF [Ja

]_qugigcéam Dates

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance
Architrecture 1880s-1937
Agriculture

Cultural Affiliation
N4

Significant Person Architecfl/{Builder
N/A unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

[z 1See continuation sheet
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The HMarris-Cuwrrin Howse is architecturally significant Ffor
its exuberant Gueen Armie finish - a rare feabtwr e amomg  suwrviving
late nmireteenth and early twentieth centuwry farmhouses in rural
Gramville County - and historically significant as a physical
@xemplar  of the tremendous bright—-leaf-tobacco-gernerated wealth

of the couwaty duwring those vears, (See Associated Froaperty Type
3 = Bright Leaf Era Farmhouses and Terneant Houses — and Historic

Comtext 2 — Bright Leaf Tobaceo amd Ruwral Granmville County, 18E&6-
1937) Euilt im the 1880s by Robert W. Harris on the sandy soil
of somthern Granville County so conducive to the raising of
byipht leaf tabacoco, the house is wiusually stylish  in its
Firmish. Although the cowsty was producing enormous amownts of
valuable, high gquality tobacco in the late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries, arnd din the 1880s in particular, the vast
majority  of  its farmhouses were simply finished, traditiomal
structures. Juxtaposed with the expansive, up—to—date dwellirpgs
raised in Oxford dwivg  the  bright leaf era, these plain
structures supgest where the tobacoo wealth was and was rnot being
concentrated. Haryis! house, with its lL-shaped rather than orne-—
oo deep I-howse plan and its luxuriant cotb-out woodwork, was an
exception  to the rule of plairness of the standard ruwral  couwnty
houwse, a statemernt of success and wealth raised on the very site
where that wealth was produced. Although  not excepticoally
crrate o stylish by the standards of Oxford, the house remains
e of  the most fashiormable mworal dwellings swewviving from the
late mineteenth centuwry in the counmty and ocne that most vibrantly
bespeaks the wealth of the soil uporn which 1t stands.

A promivernt local citizen and prosperous  farmer, Harris
{(1856-1318) puwrchased, in 18835, the 206 acre farm he was to raise
hie dwelling on From James and Mary Floyd Ffoe $1, 545, 00 [Deed
Book 37, Fage 1417, He and his wife, Mary Ella White (1Re3-
Laza), aold the house and 157 1/4 acres of its land to Lucius A,
Corrin in 1905 For $5, 000, 00 [Deed Bool 58, RPage 3331. As was so

ommors amomag prosperous farm families during  the period, they

moved to Oxford.”™  Harmeis?! obituary described him most favorably:

My Harrias was a member of  the Oxfooed Board o f

Commissiomers  for one term. He was a progressive cilitizen
and was always fouwnd on the right side of public issues. He

was a member of the Oxford Methodist Church arnd  will be
greatly missed in this community. "
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Luciuns Currin (1878--1958) lived iw the house, waising bripght
leaf tobacco o its aoreage, until his death S3 years after its
purchase., It has beern enmpty since the early 1380s, wher his
second wife, Lelia RBobbitt (1887-1984), moved from it because of
illrness. It is maintained in fair conditicrn by his heirs, who
plan to restore it in 1988.

Although  traditionally farmed within the past 530 years -— a
deteriorated frame stable that ornce held the armimals that drew
its farm eguipment still starnds to its rear — it has not achieved
exceptional significance within the past half century and its
period of sigwnificance therefore closes with 1937.

lQECDPdiHQ tw the ternth and eleventh federal agricultural
Granville Couwnty produced 4, 606, 338 pounds of tobaceoo

CENSLUSES,
im 1880 -~ the maost in the state - and 4,170,071 pounds in 1890

Jjust  shy of taops in the state, evert though the county had  lost
considerable land dn its 1881 divisidorn. Ov the quality of
Granmnville Couwnty tobacoo, see NMarmie May Tilley, The Rright

Tobaceco Industiyv, 1B8EO-1929 (Chapel Hill, 19485, pp. 113, 132,
133 and 135, and "Report on the Caltwre and Curing of Tobacco in

the United States" by J. B. Killebrew in the Tenth Census of the
Uriited States., 1880, p. 703.

“The Harrises purchased Cherry Hill Marnsiorn v northwest Oxford,
the former home of Oxford developer R H. Cozart, for $7,500,00,
2, 500,00 more than their 157 acre farm and house brought [Deed
Rowak 59, Page 388, 19061,

ﬁDHfDPd Fublic Ledpger, October 15, 1918.

4
fInterview with Ethel Currin Stephensorn, daunghter of Lucius and
Lelia Cuwrrin, September 28, 1987.



ajor Bibliographical References

@See continuation sheet

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

Dpreiiminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested [x ] state historic preservation office
Dpreviously listed in the National Register [ ]other State agency
Dpreviously determined eligible by the National Register DFederal agency
Ddesignated a National Historic Landmark [:]Local government
[ Jrecorded by Historic American Buildings [ Juniversity
Survey # [_Jother
[ Jrecorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Record #
10. Geographical Data
Acreagse cf propetty apprnximahﬂ vy 9213 _acres
UTM References
ALL7] [ A116032.0] liolo 45,14 0 Bl1:7 [71 1616 801 bolord2:5 @
Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing

c .zl L71.6l24:0) lki0l0 2.0 d o3 I I T S I A A AT

D See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

The boundary of the Harris-Currin House is the entire parcel owned uy Mrs. Ethel
Stephenson which is delineated on the acconmpanying 1987 survey map on the

property.

I:]See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The boundaries which follow the property lines of Ethel Stephenson as delineated on the
accompanying 1987 survey map includes the house and fields that have been a historic

part of the property, maintain historic integrity, and conveys the property's

historic setting. The property outside these boundaries has been excluded because it has
been divided into several parcels owned by differe@ sfe%l%%%ﬁngg%tgesﬁgegnd no longer retains
the historic integrity of being a single farm.

11. Form Prepared By '

nameftitte Marvin Brown/Architectural Historian & Patricia Esperon/Historian
organization Granville-Oxford Historic Survey date 11/13/87

street & number P.O. Box 1556(State Hist. Pres. Offigggdphone  919-693-1491

city or town __Oxford state _N.C. zip codé /565
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Granville County Deeds. Granville Couwnty Cowthowse, OxFoed, N O

Interview with Ethel Cuwmrin Stephernson, daughter of Lucius and

Lelia Cwayin, September =8, 1987,

HKillebrew, J. E. "Report sv the Culture and Curivg of Tobacoo in
the United States,” Tenth Cewsus of the Umnited States,

1880.

Gy frood  Public Ledoerv, Ootobey 159, 1918. Robert W Harrie?
ohit sy, located at Richard H. Thomtor Fublic  Library,

AxFoored, NG

Marmnie  May. The Eright-Tobaceo Irndustiry, 18E0--1929,
Hilly The University of North Carolina fress, 1948,

Tilley,
Chapel
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